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Abstract We consider the numerical solution of a nonlinear evolutionary variational
inequality, arising in the study of quasistatic contact problems. We study spatially
semi-discrete and fully discrete schemes for the problem with several discontinuous
Galerkin discretizations in space and finite difference discretization in time. Under
appropriate regularity assumptions on the solution, a unified error analysis is estab-
lished for the schemes, reaching the optimal convergence order for linear elements.
Numerical results are presented on a two dimensional test problem to illustrate numer-
ical convergence orders.
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1 Introduction

Contact phenomena among deformable bodies or between deformable and rigid bod-
ies abound in industry and daily life; they play an important role in structural and
mechanical systems. Therefore, a considerable effort has been made in modeling and
numerical simulations of contact processes. The well-known Signorini problem is an
elastostatic problem describing the contact of a deformable body with a rigid friction-
less foundation [16]. In early mathematical publications on contact problems, only
static processes were studied. More recently, contact problems are studied involving
viscoelastic and viscoplastic materials, leading to one type of time dependent models,
known as quasistatic contact problems. These problems describe slowly evolving fric-
tional contact processes among deformable bodies under various contact and friction
conditions [15].

In this paper, we extend the ideas presented in [18] where discontinuous Galerkin
(DG) methods for the Signorini problem were studied, to solve quasistatic contact
problem. In the past two decades, DG methods have been widely used for solving
many kinds of mathematical and physical problems due to the flexibility in construct-
ing feasible local shape function spaces and the advantage to capture non-smooth or
oscillatory solutions effectively. DG methods provide discontinuous approximations
by using the Galerkin method element by element, and information is transferred
between two neighboring elements through the use of numerical traces (numerical
fluxes). One of the main advantages is the increase of locality in discretization, which
is ideally suited for parallel computing. In addition, DG methods permit an easy treat-
ment of nonhomogeneous boundary conditions, which greatly increases the robustness
and accuracy of any boundary condition implementation. We refer to [10] and the ref-
erences therein for a historical survey about DG methods.

In [12,13], a DG formulation and algorithm for gradient plasticity problem, in the
form of a quasistatic variational inequality of the second kind, was developed and
analyzed. In [17], the ideas in [1] were extended to solving an obstacle problem and a
simplified friction problem; a priori error estimates were established for these methods,
which reach optimal order for linear elements. The discontinuous property makes
DG methods easy to handle elements of arbitrary shapes and irregular meshes with
hanging nodes, and flexible to construct local shape function spaces (hp-adaptivity).
In [19], a posteriori error estimators of residual type were derived on DG methods for
an obstacle problem, and an k-adaptive DG algorithm was proposed for solving the
obstacle problem based on the a posteriori error analysis. In [18], ideas in [17] were
extended to solve the Signorini problem through DG methods with linear elements
and optimal order error estimate was derived. We will extend the ideas therein to
solving the quasistatic contact problem with DG methods. A priori error analysis will
be presented for these methods, which reaches optimal convergence order for linear
elements.

The paper is organized as follows. In Sect. 2, we introduce the quasistatic con-
tact problem and DG formulations for solving it; moreover, spatially semi-discrete
approximation and fully discrete approximation are given. In Sect. 3, we first prove
the consistency of the DG schemes, boundedness and stability of the bilinear forms,
then we establish a priori error estimates for spatially semi-discrete approximation
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Discontinuous Galerkin methods 773

with these DG methods. Error analysis for fully discrete approximation is given in
Sect. 4. In the final section, we present numerical results on a test problem, paying
particular attention to numerical convergence orders with different choices of penalty
constants in the DG schemes.

2 Quasistatic contact problem and DG formulations
2.1 Quasistatic contact problem and its weak formulation

The quasistatic contact problem is used to describe slowly evolving frictional contact
process of a linearly elastic body occupying a Lipschitz domain @ ¢ R? (d = 2, 3).
The boundary I' is divided into three parts Tp. T'r and T¢ with T'p, 'y and T¢
relatively open and mutually disjoint such that meas (I'p) > 0. Let ¢ € [0, T'] be the
time variable for some T > 0. Denote by u(-, 1) :  — R? a displacement variable.
The linearized strain tensor

! T
€)= (Vu+(Vu)')

and stress tensor ¢ are second order symmetric tensors, which take values in s9,
the space of second order symmetric tensors on R? with the inner product o : 7 =

Zf{ =100 Tij andnorm |t| = (T : T) % Let v be the unit outward normal vector on I".
For a vector v, denote its normal component and tangential component by v, = v-v and
v, = v — v,v on the boundary. Similarly for a tensor-valued function o : Q — S¢,
we define its normal component and tangential component by o, = (ov) - v and
0. = ov — o,v, respectively. We have the decomposition formula

(ov)-v=(oyw+07): (L + V) =0yVy +0¢ - V.
For a tensor-valued function o, define its divergence by
dive = (3j0‘ij)1§i§d-

Then, for any symmetric tensor o and any vector field v, both being continuously
differentiable over €2, we have the following integration by parts formula

/diva-vdx:/av~vds—/o*:e(v)dx. 2.1

Q r Q

For the quasistatic contact problem, the displacement field u : Q x [0, T] — R4
and the stress field o : Q x [0, T] — $¢ satisfy the relations

o=Ce(m) inQx(0,T), 2.2)
—dive =f;, inQx(0,7), 2.3)
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774 F. Wang et al.

u=20 on'p x (0, 7), 2.4)
ov=f, onl'r x (0,7), 2.5)
u(0) =uy inQ. (2.6)

Here, (2.2) is the constitutive relation of the elastic material, where C :  x S — S¢
denotes the fourth-order elasticity tensor of the material, and is assumed to be bounded,
symmetric and positive definite in €2, i.e.

(@) Ciju € L*(R),1 <1, j, kI <d;
(b)Co:1=0:CtVo,T € Sd, a.e. in Q; 2.7)
(c)EIm>Os.t.CT:TZm|r|2, VTGSd, a.e. in Q.

If the elastic behavior of the material is homogeneous and isotropic, then the elasticity
tensor is given by

Ce=Ar(tre)l+2ue, (2.8)
where A > 0 and u > 0 are Lamé coefficients. In the equilibrium equation (2.3),
f1 is the density of the volume forces. Boundary condition (2.4) means that the body
is clamped on I'p and so the displacement field vanishes there all the time. Surface
traction of density f, acts on I'r x (0, T') in (2.5). On I'c x (0, T'), we assume the
contact is bilateral (no loss of contact during the process) and the friction is modeled

with Tresca’s friction law (see, e.g., [15]):

Uy :0» |UT| §g7
loc] <g = ir =0, onT¢ x (0, 7), 2.9)
lo;|=g= 3L >0s.t.0; = —Aii;

where g > 0 represents the friction bound function. Note that
#=0 on'p and u, =0 onIl¢ (2.10)
from the boundary conditions (2.4) and (2.9).

To provide a variational formulation of the contact problem (2.2)—(2.9), we intro-
duce a Hilbert space

V= {v c[H' () |v=0ac. onTp, v, =0ae.on rc} 2.11)

with the inner product and norm defined by

W, v)y = /6(14) ce()dx, |vlly =v(v,v)y.

Q
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Discontinuous Galerkin methods 775

Since meas(I"p) > 0, Korn’s inequality holds [6], implying that || - ||y is a norm on
V, equivalent to the standard [H ! (SZ)]d norm on V. For the force densities, assume

f1eWheO, T (LX), f,e WheO,T: (LT, (2.12)
and for the friction bound function, assume
g€ L®[T¢), g=>0ae onlc. (2.13)

We define a bilinear form a(-, -) over V by

a(u,v) = /Ce(u) e(v)dx VYu,veV, (2.14)
Q

a functional j : V — R by

j(v)=/g||vr||ds VvelV,
e

and £(7), an element of V given by

@), vy = /fl(t) -vdx —l—/fz(t) -vds YvelV. (2.15)
Q I'p

We know that £(r) € W12°(0, T: V) [15]. Assume the initial data satisfies
upeV, a(g,v)+ j) > £@O0),v)y YvelV. (2.16)

Following a standard argument [15], we can obtain the variational formulation of the
quasistatic contact problem (2.2-2.9): Findu : [0, T] — V s.t. fora.e. t € (0, T),

a(®),v—u@)+ j) — j@@) = &, v—ua@)y YveV, (217
u(0) = uyp. (2.18)

Under the assumptions (2.7), (2.12), (2.13) and (2.16), this problem has a unique solu-

tionu € W>°(0, T'; V), moreover, the mapping (£, ug) +— u is Lipschitz continuous
from W10, T; V) x V to L>(0, T; V) [15].

2.2 Notations and DG formulations
For brevity, in the following, we only consider the case d = 2, although the discussion

can be extended to the three dimensional case without problem. Given a bounded
domain D C R? and a positive integer m, H™ (D) is the Sobolev space with the usual
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corresponding norm || - ||,,,, p and semi-norm | - |,, p. Letu = (uq, u)T e [H™(D))?
and define the corresponding norm by ||u||m D= Zi:l,z |lu; ”3;1,0 and semi-norm
by |u|m p= Zi=1,2 |u; |m’D. Similarly, T € [LZ(Q)]?XZ is a matrix-valued function
with each component 7;; € LZ(Q) and 112 = 121. We assume 2 is a polygonal
domain and consider a regular family of triangulations {7}, of Q that is compatible
with the boundary splitting: T' = T'p U Tr U T, i.e., if an element edge has a non-
empty intersection with one of the sets I'p, I'r and I, then the edge lies entirely in the
corresponding closed setTp, T p,orTc.Lethg = diam(K), h = max{hg : K € T},
and h, = length(e). Denote by &, the union of the boundaries of the elements K of
Th, é'h = &, \T the set of all interior edges, and 5,? = &\(T'r UT¢). We introduce
the following finite element spaces:

ph = {vh e (L2 : vk e PUK)YK €Th, i = 1,2},
vh = {vh e VP " (x) = 0 forall nodes x € ﬁ},

wh — {rh e (L@ : ik € AGK)YK € Ty i, j = 1,2], [ =0orl.

Here P;(K) stands for the set of all polynomials in K with the total degree no more than
! > 0. We know that v"j = Oatall nodes on I'¢ guarantees vfj = OonI'¢, consequently
vfj = 0 on ['c. For any vector-valued function v and matrix-valued function 7, e (v)
and div" 7 are defined by the relation e"(v) = e(v) and divit = divt on any element
K €7j,.

Let e be the common edge of two elements K™ and K ~, and n% = n|;x« be the unit
outward normal vector on d K¢ with « = =. For a scalar function ¢, let ¢* = g|yge
and similarly, for a vector-valued function v and a matrix-valued function 7, let v* =
v|yke, T = T|yke. Then define the averages {-} and the jumps [-], [-] one € 5,"1 by

1 —_ — —_—

{q}=§(q++q ), Igl=qg™nt+q¢ n,
1 1

{v}=§(v++v‘), [[v]]zE(v+®n++n+®v++v—®n—+n—®v—),
1 - +

{z} = 2(1 +17), [tl=t"nt+17n".

Here u ® v is a matrix with u;v; as its (i, j)th element. If e € & is an element edge
on I, we set

{g}=q, lgl=qv,
W=v Dl=z08v+veu),

{t} =1, [T] = Tv.

For a vector-valued function v and a matrix-valued function 7, with a direct manip-
ulation, we have
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Discontinuous Galerkin methods 777

> /(m)-vds= Z/[r]-{v}ds+2/{r}:[[v]]ds. (2.19)

KGT/'BK egg;l e ee&y e

2x2

N

2x2

The lifting operators ro : (L2(E)))" " — Wh, re : (Lz(e))s — W), are defined by

/ro(¢) LTdx = —/¢ ryas veew g (L2()77. @20
Q 5}3 ’

2x2
/re(d)) Tdx = —/¢ ()ds YT e Wy, ¢ € (Lz(e)) .2
Q e

It is easy to check that the following identity and inequality hold

2x2
ro@) = X re@lo Yoe (L())
eeE,?
o7 =1l D re(@lo) > <3 D lIre(dle)l>. (222)
eeé',? 6652

We now present some DG formulations for the quasistatic contact problem (2.2)—
(2.9). For this purpose, we multiply the Eqs. (2.2) and (2.3) by C~! 7 and v, respectively,
integrate on an arbitrary element K, and apply the integration by parts formula (2.1),

/C_la cTdx = —/u-divrdx+/u (zn)ds, (2.23)

K K 0K
/fl-vdx=/a:e(v)dx—/(an)~vds. (2.24)
K K K

In above equations, we append superscript # on o, T, u, v, div and &, add over all the
elements, and use numerical trace u” and ¢ to approximate u and ¢ over element
edges to obtain

/Cilah cthdx = —/uh Adivie" dx + Z /Iﬁl . (rhnK) ds, (2.25)

Q Q KeTgx
Wdx = [ 6" ey dx — olng) - vlds, (2.26)
1
Q Q KeTwyx

for all (rh, vh) € W" x V" The numerical traces 0" and u” will be selected to
guarantee consistency and stability of the scheme.
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778 F. Wang et al.

To derive a new formulation which does not rely on ¢” explicitly, using (2.1) and
(2.19), we have from (2.25) and (2.26) that

/C_lah cthdx = /eh(uh) cthdx +/ {lﬁ’ —uh} [t ds
Q

@ &
+/Hl7’ —u"] : (="} ds, (2.27)
h
/fl Mdx = /O’h :eh(vh)dx —/ [ﬁ] . {vh} ds
Q Q &
- / [v"] : {Eﬁ} ds. (2.28)
8;,

From now on, we assume the elasticity tensor C is constant. Then, we have Ceh (vh) IS
W". Choosing T/ = Ce" (v") in (2.27), we get

/ah cethydx = /Ceh(uh) e (") dx +/ {127' —uh} . [Ceh(vh)] ds

Q g;'L

/[uh —u" Ce (vh)} ds.

Combination of this equation and (2.28) yields

/Ceh(uh) " (") dx +/ {zﬁ' —uh} . [Ceh(vh)] ds

&,
/[[uh Ce (vh)}
En
("} ds — [[h]] ds= [ f,-v"dx.  (2.29)
5/{[ ] v} ds /v } s Q/lv X

__ We can get DG schemes from (2.29) by proper choices of numerical fluxes ol and
u”, respecting three requirements: conservation, consistency, and stability. Conserva-
tion requires the numerical fluxes to be single-valued over all edges; consistency of
the numerical fluxes needs u” (u) = u| g, and al(o) = o|g,; stability is not easily
ensured and it is usual to add a suitable penalty term (stability term) to guarantee it.
We will introduce four consistent and stable DG methods. For all the following DG
methods, we let u” and o satisfy the boundary condition (2.9), i.e.,
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Discontinuous Galerkin methods 779

uh =0, |67 < g,
07| < g = uh =0, onT¢ x (0, 7). (2.30)
oh = g = 31 = 0s.t. 0% =

Choose
uh = {uh} on {E\Tpl x (0,T), uh=0 onTp x (0, T),

ol = (ce"w) — %[[uh]] on 5,9 x (0, T), ohy =f, onTp x (0,T),

where 7 is a positive, bounded, piecewise constant function on 82, and 1 is a piecewise
constant function on 52 with h|, = h, fore € 5,9. Denote 1, = nl., e € 5,(1). Then we
obtain from (2.29) that

B} ", v)—/f1 vdx+/f2 vds+/orv v ds, (2.31)

Ic

where

B, ") = /Ceh(u”) e (") dx —/[[uh]] - (Ce" (v™)) ds
Q 0
—/[[vh]] {Ce" ™)) ds +/ %[[uhﬂ : [v"] ds. (2.32)
0 0

Let v = w" —a" withwh € V", Using (2.30), we can derive from the Eq. (2.31) that
(see also [15])

Bih @l wh — iy + jow") — j@" = @@ wh =ity vwh e vil o (2.33)

The penalty term in B (l}), @", vy is [ 0 nh—'[u"] : [v"] ds and (2.33) is an interior

penalty (IP) formulation [14]. With the lift operator ro, we can rewrite Bf 5 as
Bg;l(uh, V") = /Ceh(uh) : (eh(vh) +r ([[vh]])) dx
Q

+ / ro (1) : e o) dx + / 2] ") ds. 234

Q 52

Notice that (2.32) and (2.34) are equivalent on V", implying that either one can be
used to define the numerical solution #”. In this paper, we give a priori error estimate
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780 F. Wang et al.

for the first formula (2.32). Because (2.32) and (2.34) are equivalent on Vi, we will
prove the stability for the second formula Bé 5 on V", which guarantees the stability

for the first formulation B fll)l on V", This comment is valid for the other DG methods

to be introduced below.
Using the local lifting operator r,, we can give the second example. Taking

o~

uh = {uh] on {E\Fp) x (0,T), uh=0 onTp x (0, T),
oh = (Ce" W) + {Cro ([[uh]])} +7 {Cre ([[uh]])} on 6}? x (0, T),
oy =f, onTp x (0, T)

in (2.29), we get

BA @, v _/Ce @) : e" (") dx — /W]] Cs (vh)}
Q 5/?

- / [v"] : [Ce”(uh)} ds + / ro ([[vhﬂ)  Cro ([[uh]]) dx

€0 Q
+ Z /nCre ([[u ) e ([[vh]]) dx
e€E) Q

or equivalently,

B(z)(u oy = /C (sh(uh) +ro (ﬂuhﬂ)) : (eh(vh) + 79 (ﬂvhﬂ)) dx
Q

+ Z/nCre ([[uh]]) re ([[vh]]) dx

el Q

which is an extension of the method of Brezzi et al. [7].
With the choice

z:h = {uh} on {E\['p} x (0, 7), z;;’ =0 onl'p x (0, 7),
oh = {Ceh(uh)}—i—n {Cre (ﬂuh]})} on 5,? x (0, T), ohv =f, onTp x(0,7),
we obtain a DG formulation extended from the method of Bassi et al. [4],
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Discontinuous Galerkin methods 781

B(3)(u ") —/Ce @"y : " (") dx — /[[uh]] Ce (vh)}
50

/[[vh]] Ce (uh)} ds + Z /nCre ([u ]]) 1re ([[vh]]) dx
ecE) Q
or equivalently,

Bf;l(uh, V") = /Ceh(uh) : (eh(vh) +ry ([[vh]])) dx

Q

+/r0 ([[uhﬂ) :Ce" (") dx + Z/nCre ([[uh]]) T (ﬂvh]]) dx

2 el
If we choose
@ = {u’} on {E\Tp} x (0,T), @t =0 onTp x (0, T),
oh = {Ceh(uh)} + {Cro ([[uh]])} — %[[uh}] on &) x (0, T),
c/r%v =f, onI'r x (0,7),
then
B(4) @" ") = /Ceh(uh) sy dx — /[[uh]] : {Ceh(vh)} ds
Q

&

—/[[vh]] : {Ceh(uh)} ds +/Cro ([[uh]]) 1 ro ([[vh]]) dx
& Q

Mo by b
+/z[[u]].[[v lds,

0
gh

or equivalently,

B @ o) = /C(eh(uh) +ro ([[uh]])) : (eh(ph) +ro ([[vhﬂ)) dx
Q

+/ %[[uh]] : [v"] ds,
£0

which is an extension of the local DG (LDG) method [11].
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Spatially semi-discrete DG approximation. Let By, (", v") be one of the bilinear
forms Bf],z (", v") with j = 1,..., 4. Then a spatially semi-discrete DG approxi-
mation for the quasistatic contact problem (2.17) is: Find #” : [0, T] — V" such
that

By (uh(t), v — ahm) +j@M —j@" @) = @, " —at@)y v evh
(2.35)
u"(0) = Phuy. (2.36)

Here Pg is the Bj,-projection from V to V" defined by
By(Phug —ug,v") =0 Vo' e V"

As we will see later, the bilinear form Bj is bounded (Lemma 3.3) and coercive
(Lemma 3.4) on V" so Pguo exists and is unique.

Fully discrete approximation schemes. In addition to the finite element V", we need a
partition of the time interval: [0, T] = U,]lvzl[tn_l, twithO=1 <t <--- <ty =
T.Denote k,, = t,, —t,—1 for the length of the sub-interval [,—1, t,,], and k = max,, k;,.
We allow an arbitrary partition. For the given function f; € W10, T; (L*(2))%),
fae Wh>(, T; (L3(T'r))?) and the solutionu € W1°(0, T'; V), we use the nota-
tionu, = u(t,) and ¢, = £(t,), which are well-defined due to the Sobolev embedding
W1’°°(O, T;V) — C(0,T; V). The symbol Au, is used to denote the backward
difference u, — u, 1, and S,u,, = Au,/k, for the backward divided difference. No
summation is implied over the repeated index n.

Let By, (uh, vh) be one of the bilinear forms BI(J})l (uh, vh) with j =1, ..., 4. Then
a fully discrete approximation of (2.17) is: Find uk = {qu },]1\/:0 C V" such that

By, (uf;k, v — Snui’lk) + j(vh) —J (Snui'lk) > (ln, v — Snui'lk)v Vo e Vh,
(2.37)
upk = Phuy. (2.38)

In the following two sections, we will derive a priori error analysis for the spatially
semi-discrete DG approximation and fully discrete approximation schemes, respec-
tively.

3 Error estimates for the spatially semi-discrete approximation

As apreparation for error analysis, we first consider the consistency of the DG schemes,
and the boundedness and stability of the bilinear forms.
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3.1 Consistency, boundedness and stability

We notice that if the solution of (2.17) has the regularity u € L0, T; [H*()1?),
then (2.2)—(2.5) and (2.9) are valid a.e., and on any interior edge e, [u] = 0, {u} =
u,{ew)} =e),[c] =0, {0} = o. For all DG methods introduced in the previous
section, we first show the consistency of the DG schemes.

Lemma 3.1 (Consistency) Assume u € L*(0, T [H2(Q)1?) for the solution of
(2.17). Then for the DG methods By(w,v) = B{)(w,v) with j = 1,....4, we
have
By(u,v" — i) + j(0") — j@) = (@), v" —i) Vo' eVl 3.1
Proof Using (2.2), we obtain, for any v € V",
By (u, v — i) = /Ce(u) cet " —d)dx — /[[vh —u] : Ce(w)ds
Q g,(l)

= z /a:eh(vh—it)dx—/[[vh—it]]:ods.
&

KE,Z;’K

By (2.1), (2.19) and noting that [¢] = 0 on 8;;, we get

Z /or:eh(vh—it)dxz z /—diva-(vh—u)dx

KeTy KeTy g
+ > /(onK)-(vh—it)ds= > /fl-(vh—it)dx+/[[vh—i4]]:ads.
KG%&K KGQ—PLK S}l
Then

Bh(u,vh—it):/fl-(vh—it)dx+/f2~(vh—it)ds+/(av)~(vh—it)ds
Q g I'c

=" —a)y +/(ar Wt — o, ) ds
e
= (" =iy — j ") + j@).
The last inequality is obtained by (2.9). Hence, (3.1) holds. O

To consider the boundedness and stability of the bilinear form By, as in [18], let
V(h) = V" + VN [H?(Q)]?, and for v € V (h), define seminorms as follows:

o= [e@iemdx  wf = 3 ke I = X .

0
K KeTy ee&))
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784 F. Wang et al.

where

I[o]13, = / [o] : [v] ds.

e

Then define norms by

2. 2 2 2. 2 212
ol = 1ol + 1o el =1l I1F + D hklvh k- (3.2)
KeT,
The norm ||| - |||« defined in (3.2) is equivalent to the usual DG-norm (| - |%,h +1-1912,

thanks to Korn’s inequality (see [5] or [2, Proposition 4.6]). Here, |- |% = ZKG'Z;; |- |% K
In the following, we also need the norm || - ||o 5 defined through the relation || - ||%’ n=

2
ZKE’E, Il - ”O,K'
Before presenting the boundedness and stability properties of the bilinear forms,

we state a useful estimate for the lifting operator r., which is a trivial extension to
vector-valued functions of Lemma 2 of [8]; see also [18].

Lemma 3.2 Foranyv € V(h) and e € E?,

Cih; N[v]IG.e < re([DIG, < Cahy  I[V]IG- (3.3)

From (3.3) and (2.22), we have

ro(@@DIG, =1 D (@G, < 3C2 D b I[0]1G,, = 3Calvl3.

0 0
eet, ek

For boundedness of the primal forms Bj,, recalling (2.7) for the boundedness, sym-
metry and positive definiteness of C, we know that the seminorm | - |, , defined by

|v|§’h = Z ag (v, v) = Z /Ce(v) ce(w)dx, wveV(h),

KeT, KeTi
is equivalent to | - |, on V (h). Then we have the boundedness of Bj, as follows.
Lemma 3.3 (Boundedness) For 1 < j <4, B, = B{J ;l satisfies

Baow o) Slwll ol Yw.ve V. (3.4)

Proof We use the Cauchy-Schwarz inequality to bound them term by term,

/Ceh(w) ey dx < winlvln, (3.5)
Q
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[ eraiw s ol ax < il (3.6)
Q
/nﬁ‘lﬂwﬂ : [v] ds < max ne|wl.[v].. 3.7)
ec&)
&
S [ nrevl s relo] dx < maxnepwl. o (3:8)
e 0
eeé‘,? Q h
Here “< - - - ”stands for “< C - - - ”, where C is a positive generic constant independent

of h and k, which may take on different values at different places. Applying the trace
inequality for a scalar function ([3, Exercise 10.3.2]) to each component of a vector
function, we can get the trace inequality

h 2 —1 2 2
lle (v)llo,ef,he |v|1,1< +hK|U|2,K-

Using this inequality, we have

1/2 1/2
/ Wl : (Ce"@ds < | D h IwlIG, > hell{e" @15,
£ ec&) ecE)
1/2
Swi [ X (whx+nkloBk) | = milivll.

KeTy,
3.9)

The inequalities (3.5) and (3.9) are needed in the analysis of all bilinear forms. For
the DG methods with the bilinear form B{’), j = 1, 4, the inequality (3.7) is needed.

The inequality (3.6) is needed by the formulas Bl(] ;)l with j = 2, 4. For the methods
with the bilinear forms Bf{z, Jj = 2,3, the inequality (3.8) is needed. Proof for the

boundedness of By, is completed. O
For the stability, note that |[|v]|| = [||v]||« for any v € V". Denote
Mo = min 7. (3.10)
eEE}?

Since Bf'/ ,z and Bé'/ 2 coincide on V", once we have proved the stability for Bé’ 2 on

V", the stability of ij z on V" follows. We use the Cauchy-Schwarz inequality and
Lemma 3.2 to get
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By (v, v) = Ivli,h+2/Ce”<v) :ro([[v]})dx+/n7r1[[v]] . [o] ds
Q g}?

1 _
2 1ol = €loli = oD 15 +n0 2 ke NIR]IG

eef,?
3C,
> (1 —olvf:+ (no -~ T) |v]2.

Here 0 < € < 1 is a constant and C; is the positive constant in (3.3). Therefore,
stability is valid for the IP method when 1y > 3C5. For other bilinear forms, we can
similarly obtain

1
B w0 2 (- ol + (3c2 (1 _ ;) N cmo) ol2,
3C,
BY (. v) 2 (1 -l + (nocl - T) w2,

3C,
Bf,i(v, v) > (1—e)vl; + (no +3C — T) [v|2.

For Bé?;l, no > 3C» (6_1 — 1)/ Cy ensures stability holds, letting € be close to 1, we
see that 9 > O is sufficient for the stability. It is easy to see that stability is valid for
Bf,)l when 19 > 3C>/C}. For Bf,i, it is clear that stability holds when 19 > 0. For
convenience, we define the following conditions on g of (3.10):

no > 0 for the methods with j = 2,4, and
no is large enough for the methods with j =1, 3. (3.1D)

We summarize the above argument in the next result.

Lemma 3.4 (Stability) Assume (3.11). Then for 1 < j < 4, B, = B\) and BY)
satisfy

By(v,v) > [v]|> VwveV (3.12)

From now on, we will assume the conditions (3.11) on 7.

3.2 Error analysis
Denote by IT"u € V" the usual continuous piecewise linear interpolant of the exact
solution u(t) € [H*(Q))?, t € [0, T]. Then [u — IM"u] = 0 on the interelement

boundaries. By the definition of norm (3.2), we have the approximation property

e —T"u|* = ju— 0"ulf + D hilu— "0 ¢ SPulg.  (3.13)
KeTy,
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To extend the analysis to nonconforming meshes, it is convenient to take an interpolant
I1"u which is discontinuous across the interelement boundaries. Then, we just require
the local approximation property

ju — uly g S hglulo,x;
hence, for the global approximation error, we have
e — || < Rlulz,o-
Similarly,
Il e — T1"al|| < hlil2,o- (3.14)

Next, we introduce another interpolation of u.

Lemma 3.5 Assume (3.11) and u(t), u(t) € V N [H*(Q)1?. Define u' (t) € V" by

By (t) —u(n), vy =0 Vo' evh (3.15)

Then
llw' @ —u®ll S, ld' @ —a@]| < b (3.16)
Proof First we notice that because the bilinear form B, = Bl(] ,2 with j =1,...,41s

bounded and coercive on V", u! (1) is well defined. Letting v" = u! (1) — IT"u(r) in
(3.15), we get

By (1) —u(),u’ (1) — "u()) = 0.
Notice that u! (r) — IT"u(t) € V". We obtain

! (1) — 'u() ||| < Bu(a! (1) — u(e), u! (1) — 1"u(r))
= Byu(t) — Mu(t), u’ 1) — "u(r))
S (o) = u@) || lu' @) — @) |-

Then
llu’ @) = T*'u @] < lute) — Tu()]|| < b
By the triangle inequality, we have

" @) —u@|| < lllu’ @) = Tu@) || + || Mu@) —u@)]]| S b,
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which completes the proof for the first inequality in (3.16). The second inequality can
be obtained by differentiating (3.15) with respect to time,

B! (t) —a(t),v") =0 Vo' eV
and by repeating the argument in proving the first inequality. O
Note that u’ (0) = Plug. Thus,
u’ (0) = u"(0). (3.17)
Now we write the error as
e=u—u" :(u—ul)—i—(u[ —uh).

In the next result, we need some additional solution regularity assumption. We express
the contact boundary I'¢ as the union of some line segments:

Tc = U?’er‘i.
Theorem 3.6 Assume (3.11). Let u and u" be the solutions of (2.17)~(2.18) and
(2.35)—(2.36), respectively. Assumeu € L20, T; [H3*()1%), a e L2(0, T; [H*(2)]%)
and iy, € L*0, T;[H*(T)1?) for 1 < i < io. Then for the DG methods with
j=1,...,4 we have
lut) —u(0)|| <h  forany s € [0, T]. (3.18)
Proof Let v = " (r) in (3.1). Combining with (2.35), we obtain for all v* € V",
— By@", v" —i") < By(u,i" — i) + j(0") — j@) — €, 0" —i)y (3.19)
Using (3.19) and (3.15), we have
1d I h I h I hyo ol o h
EEBh(u @) —u'(0),u (1) —u"(t)) = By () —u' (1), u (t) —u' (1))
<T) +T1T,+ T3, (3.20)

where

Ty = By (1) —u" (1), d! (t) — (1)),
T = By (1) —u" (1), u(r) —v"),
T3 = Bp(u(r), v" —iu(0)) + j(o") — ja(0) — @), v" —a(0)y.
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By the boundedness of the bilinear form By, we get
I h I - I o2 0 BRI
oSl —a [ Il —all < fle” —a® [I° + [l & —afl”,  3.21)
T S lllu” = || flie =" < e’ —u® |1+l a =" G22)

We turn to bound 73. Note that on an interior edge, [u] = 0, {u} = u, {6} = 0,
and on 'p, [u] = 0. Then

By(u,v" —a) = /Ce(u) " (" — @) dx —/Ce(u) : [[vh —u]ds
Q

&
= Z /a:eh(vh—d)dx—/[[vh—it]]:ads
KeTp x £

Since [o] = 0 on an interior edge and remembering (2.3), we have

Z /a:eh(vh—it)dxz Z /—diva-(vh—u)dx

KE’];,K Kelz—h[(
+ > /(anK)~(vh — i) ds
KeTigk
= Z /fl.(vh —1'4)dx+/[[vh —u] :ods.
KG%K En
Then

Bh(u,vh—a)z/f1-(vh—a)dx+/f2-(vh—a)ds+/(ov)-(vh—u)ds
Q I'r Ic

= (). V" — i)y +/ (a, R .u,) ds. (3.23)

Ic

Hence, we get
_ h . . h .o
T3 —/af . (v, —uf) ds + j(") — j@))

< 2/g||v’; —cllds S 0" =il 22 (3.24)
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Then we obtain by (3.20), (3.21), (3.22) and (3.24),

d
EBh(ul(f) —u"@),u' (1) —u" @) < |Ju' @) =" @) ||? + | &' @) — ) |

+ [l @) — 0" @) [P+ (0) — Ol 2y

Integrating the above inequality from O to ¢, applying Gronwall’s inequality, and using
the stability of the bilinear form By, we obtain

Ilu' @) —u" O] < e’ ©) — " O || + [l &" =it |l 200.7:v ey

. h h . 1/2
+[a—v |||L2(0,T;V(h)) + [l — "||L/2(0,T;L2(Fc)2)

. . . h
= H|"1 —u |||L2(0,T;V(h)) +[a—v |||L2(0,T;V(h))

.0 1/2
HIV" =l 50 1 2oy (3.25)

where in the last equality, the condition (3.17) was used.
Choosing v" (1) = IT"a(z) in (3.25), we get

|H”I(t) - ”h(f)||| N |||i4[ =207 vy + & — " Il L20.7:v ()
I = 150 72 ey
By (3.14), (3.16) and using
i 172
Tt = @)l e S 0 (Z ||a<r>||§ﬁm)) :
i=1
we obtain
" @) = u" @] < h.
Finally, by the triangle inequality
llu@) —u" @l < llu@) —u' @ || + [l w’ @) = u" O],

we get the error bound (3.18). m]

4 Error estimates for fully discrete approximation

In this section, we analyze the fully discrete schemes. First, we show the well-
posedness of problem (2.37)—(2.38).
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Theorem 4.1 Assume (3.11). The problem (2.37)—(2.38) admits a unique solution uk,

which is stable in the sense that for givenuyo,u20 € V and{€,,4, € Wk, T: V),

the corresponding solutions u}l’ , and uzkn, 0 < n < N, satisfy the inequality

omax, H|“1 n ”2 Il S IPpwro — Phuzo [l +1€1 — LIy, 00,7;v)- (41

Proof Because j is positively homogeneous, the inequality (2.37) can be rewritten as

By (Aqu, o — AuZ") FiMh - (Au’;")
> (e,,,v” - Auﬁ")v Bh( Bk ph Auﬁk) Vol e v,
This inequality problem admits a unique solution Auﬁk € V" by the boundedness and

stability of the bilinear form By,.
Then we turn to deduce the inequality (4.1). Withn = 1,2, ..., N, we have

By, (ull’,kn, o — 8nu}11f‘n) + j(vh) -] (8nu}11kn) > (l’,],n, vt — Sn"}ll,kn)v Vo e Vh,
4.2)
By (o — st ) 10— () = (€20 =50k} vt e VI
4.3)

Denote e,, = u}fkn - u2 . Taking v = (S,,u2 '\, in (4.2) and v =3, u ', in (4.3), and

adding the two mequahtles, we obtain
An = Bh(ena Snen) =< (el,n - eZ,nv ‘Snen)V'
We can get the lower bound as

1

Aw = - (Brtensen) = Butensea) 2 - (llen 1= s I lea 1)
2 ki (|||en 12 =3 (llen 117 + 11 ea )) 2 5 (llen I = Il ens]I?).
4.4
Then for 1 < n < N, we obtain
llew 117 = 1l en-111 S @10 = €0 €0 = en-1)v.
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A simple induction yields
n
lleall* < leolll* +D (81 —&2.¢; —ej—Dv
j=1
= [leo [I* +®1.n — L2n. )y — (1,1 — €21, €0)y
n—1
+ D (W =) — (B — ). ey
j=1
Let M = max, |||e,|||. Then we obtain
llealll* < llleo 1> +(I1€10 — €nlly + €11 — €211lv
n—1
+ 1 — ) — (B — &) lv) M.
j=1
Therefore,
M 5 leo [I? +(max €10 = L2ullv + 111 = €21llv
N-1
+ I = L) — (B2 — L) llv)M
j=1
< lleo I M€ — L2llyioo0.7:v)-
Applying the following inequality
x,a,b anndx2 <ax+b=—x §a+bl/2,
we then obtain the stability inequality (4.1). O
Now we show error estimates for the fully discrete scheme. Define e, = u,, — uﬁk
forn=1,2,..., N. We have
e, = (un - u,ﬁ) + (u,’Z - uﬁk) =1, —i—eﬁ,
where u! = u’(t). Denote
AZ = By (efi, (SneZ) .
As (4.4), we have
1
h B2 B2
Ab 2 5 (Hlek 112 = Wl eh—11?) (4.5)

~ 2k,
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For an upper bound of A,’;, write
AZ = By (u,i — Uy, Snu,ll — 8,1u ) + By, (u,,, ) u,’l — 8,,qu)
— By ( Sl — vh) By (uhk v — §,uh ) (4.6)

hk

where vZ e Vhis arbitrary. We take vt = Sau € Vhin 3.1)atr =1, to get

By, (una Snuﬁk - un) +J (‘Snuﬁk) — j@y,) = (en’ Snuzk - i‘n) .

Combining the above inequality with (2.37), we have

Bh( , 0, —6nu ) <J (v ) Jj (un)—( h un)—i-Bh (un,cS uhk itn).
4.7)

In Eq. (4.6), inserting By, (u nu —v ) By, (ul Sn u — vh) and applying (4.7), we
get

1
Al < k—Bh (—ﬂn,eﬁ - ef‘h]) + By (ﬂn, Spul — vﬁ)
n
+Bh(e Su —v)+R (un, f’l), (4.8)
where
Ry (unv ) =By (unv h un) +] (vﬁ) - ](un) — (en, vﬁ — un) .

From the lower bound (4.5) and the upper bound (4.8), we obtain inequality

s (1 I = 1 €hlI7) S B (~meeh = ehy) + I 18wt — o2

R, (u,,, vZ) .

+M || Suty — v,

4.9)

Here, M = max,, |||e/|||. By an induction, we get
n

n
hy 2 h h 1 h
llehl? <237 By (—nyoeh =) +max [, | D" & [l 85 — ol

j=1 j=1

n n
M kg | 8y = o [+ 3 kg | Ry (g, 0% )| + e 12
j=1 j=1
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Noticing that
n—1
ZB’I ( '7/’ i~ h—l) = B (—nn,eﬁ) + ZBh (ﬂj+1 - ﬂj»e?)

j=1

and

we have

N-1

N
2 . h
M> < M max [, I+ D g —ny 11+ D kg [l ] — )]
j=1 j=1

N N
b max [, 1y il = o )+ > kIR (w0t 1 @4.10)

Jj=1 Jj=1
Using the relation

x,a, b>0andx <ax—i—b:>x<a—i—b]/2

we obtain from (4.10) that

N—1 N
I hk o h
max [[u, — w," (|| < max |[[n, [+ > Mmj0 —m; [+ D_kj [lla; — v |l
n n
=1 j=1
1/2 N 1/2

N
(el Il Dk M =l )+ | Dok IR; @y vl | 1D

j=1
By (3.16), we know that
llnall = [l = wnlll < .

From Taylor’s theorem, we have
[ .
Njy1 —N; = ( wipg — ) W1 —uj) = kjpih — ki

Lj+1

(tjq1 — () dt.
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Then
—1 N—1 N-1 lj+1
I jn =l < D kg i —aej 1+ D kg |l / ii(t)dt ||
j=1 j=1 j=1 ,_,
Sh+kllilllpor.vy
where

T
il 10,229 = / i || dr.
0

Choose U? = ", then |||u5 — " ||| < h. To estimate the term |R; (u;, v?)|,
doing similar argument for deriving (3.24), we obtain

1/2

io
h h- . 2 -2
Ry (. 0h) S I — il ey S (2 Ilujllem))

i=1
Finally, we apply the triangle inequality

hk
I

Mot — w1 < et — ot (1] + | 2y, —

to obtain

max [|u, —u|| < h+k (4.12)

Summarizing, we have shown the following results.

Theorem 4.2 Assume (3.11). Let u and u"* be the solutions of (2.17)~(2.18) and
(2.37)—(2.36), respectively. Assumeu € L*>(0, T; [H*(2)1?), e L?>(0, T; [H*(Q2)]?),
ii e LYO, T; V) andit|r; € L0, T; [H>(T)1?) for 1 <i < ig. Then the error bound
(4.12) holds.

5 Numerical example

We report numerical results from a two dimensional test example discretized by the
DG schemes in space and uniform finite difference scheme in time. We use Matlab
to implement the numerical examples. The physical setting is shown in Fig. 1. The
domain 2 = (0, 1) x (0, 1) is the cross section of a linearized elastic body. On the
boundary I'p = {1} x (0, 1), the body is clamped and therefore the displacement field
vanishes there. The traction f, acts on the boundary {0} x (0, 1) whereas the boundary
of (0, 1) x {1} is traction free. Thus I'r = {{0} x (0, 1)} U {(0, 1) x {1}}. On the
boundary I'c = (0, 1) x {0}, the body is in bilateral frictional contact with a rigid
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Q elastic body

177,

. 5

rigid obstacle

Fig. 1 An elastic body in contact with a frictional rigid obstacle

Fig. 2 A uniform triangulation of the domain

obstacle, and the friction is modeled with Tresca’s law. No volume force is assumed
to act on the body 2.

We consider a homogeneous and isotropic elastic body. Let E be the Young’s
modulus and « be the Poisson’s ratio of the material. Then the Lamé coefficients are

Ex E
A ——— =
(1 +x)(1 —2k) 2(1 +«)

For computation, we use the following data

E =200 daN/mm?, « =0.3, f; =0daN/mm?,
fo(x1, x2, 1) = (0.08(1.25 — x2)1, —0.01¢) daN/mm?,
¢ = 0.004 daN/mm?, wuo=0m, T = ls.

Here, the unit daN/mm? denotes decanewtons per square millimeter.
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Fig.3 Numerical errors of method of Bassi et al. [4] for several discretization parameters of 4 and k when
t=1s

-25 T T T T T T T T

-3

4}

log, ,(error)

55 L L L L L
0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1 1.2 1.4 1.6 1.8 2

Iog10(1/h)

Fig.4 Numerical errors of method of Brezzi et al. [7] for several discretization parameters of 4 and k when
t=1s

To observe the convergence behavior of the fully discrete scheme, we solve this
problem on a family of uniform triangular meshes of the kind shown in Fig. 2. We
start with 4~ = 1/2 and k = 1/2 which are then decreased by half several times. To
compute errors of numerical solutions, we adopt the numerical solution corresponding
toh = 1/128 and k = 1/128 as “true” solution. The convergence behavior of the
four DG schemes in the norm ||| - ||| is shown in Figs. 3, 4, 5, 6, respectively. To
show the effect of the size of the penalty parameter n on the convergence, we let
n. = n be the same on every edge. In Figs. 3 and 4, the linear asymptotic convergence
behavior is clearly observed for the method of Bassi et al. and that of Brezzi et al.
with every penalty constant choice n, = 1,10,100 and 1,000, matching well the
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-2
—h
—e—n, =1
-2.5} *m =10
~ % —mg =100
—x— ne=1000
31

-5 . . . . . . .
0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1 1.2 1.4 1.6 1.8 2

Iog10(1/h)

Fig. 5 Numerical errors of LDG method [11] for several discretization parameters of 4 and k when r = 1s

-2.5

h
~ % —n,=10000
—f— ns=100000 b

-3}

41

Iogm(error)

02 04 06 08 1 12 14 16 18 2
log, ,(1/h)

Fig. 6 Numerical errors of IP method [14] for several discretization parameters of 4 and k when t = 1s

theoretical prediction (4.12). For A not too large, the difference of numerical errors is
invisible for the choices n, = 100 and n, = 1,000. The solid line for the variation of
the meshsize 4 is included for convenience in concluding linear convergence of the
numerical solutions. It is seen from Fig. 5 that the LDG method does not work well
with 1, = 1, 10 for the test problem. From Lemma 3.4, we know that a drawback of
the IP method is that the penalty parameter can not be precisely quantified a priori,
which must be chosen suitably large to guarantee stability. However, a large penalty
parameter has a negative impact on accuracy. In Fig. 6, we only give the numerical
error of the IP method for n, = 10,000 and 100,000. We did the numerical test for
the case 1, = 1,10,100 and 1,000, but the IP method fails to be convergent.
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Fig. 7 Comparison of the numerical errors for the four DG methods

0.8}

0.6}

04+

0.2}

0

0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1

Fig. 8 Deformed mesh (amplified by 200) solved by LDG method for # = 1/32 with t = 1s

To compare the performance of the four DG methods, we pick up the best one error
curve from each of Figs. 3, 4, 5, 6, and put them together into Fig. 7. In Fig. 8, we
show the deformed mesh (amplified by 200) solved by LDG method with ., = 100
forh = 1/32 whent = ls.
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